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Dear First-Year Educator,
Thank you for considering HarperCollins books and authors for your reading in common 
programming. We’re proud to feature some of our books, across a range of topics, for 
your consideration for the 2026-2027 academic year and beyond. As with last year’s 
catalog, we have included new, frontlist titles as well as a wide selection of backlist titles 
that you may have missed.

Please visit our dedicated catalog request form to request sample copies to consider. 
We can also help with questions on bulk ordering and pricing bulk purchases, as well as 
assisting with queries related to author visits.

The best way to stay connected with us, to hear about new titles, and to be the first to 
know about our First-Year offers, is to sign up for our dedicated First-Year e-newsletter. 
If you’d like to sign up for our newsletter, please email us and let us know.

Sincerely,
Kim Racon, Senior Manager 

HarperAcademic.com 
academic@harpercollins.com

*FREE SAMPLES FOR FRESHMAN COMMON BOOK COMMITTEES
To request free samples copies of the titles in this catalog—or other 
HarperCollins titles—for your common book committee members,  

please fill our our 2026 FYE Catalog request form.

2026-2027
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Birding to Change the World
A Memoir
Trish O’Kane

Trish O’Kane is a self-professed accidental birder and accidental 
teacher. When Hurricane Katrina destroyed her New Orleans 
home and community, Trish’s questions for meaning shifted from 
How can I make the world a better place? What can I do? to How 
should I be?.

Through the creation of an afterschool mentoring program that 
pairs college undergraduates with local elementary school children, 
Birding to Change the World tells Trish’s story of learning to be a 
citizen of a place, not just of the world, through ornithology and 
conservation, community organizing, and social justice work. Trish’s 
story will help make visible to students the responsibility they have 
of being engaged, informed citizens of their college towns and 
cities to make a positive difference to their communities’ needs.

COMMON READ SELECTION

University of Vermont, 
University of Alabama Honors 
Program, Newman University 
Honors Program

Ecco: 368 pp.  
2025 • Paperback  
9780063223165 • $18.99

   

COMMON READ SELECTION

Eckerd College

Harper Perennial: 304 pp.;  
illustrated. • 2024 • Paperback  
9780063288522 • $18.99 

 

Whiskey Tender
A Memoir
Deborah Jackson Taffa

	� PEN America/Jean Stein Grant for Literary Oral History

A mixed-tribe native girl—born on the California Yuma reservation 
and raised in Navajo territory in New Mexico—comes to her own 
interpretation of identity, despite her parent’s desires for her 
to transcend the class and “Indian” status of her birth through 
education, and despite the Quechan tribe’s particular traditions 
and beliefs regarding oral and recorded histories.  

“This book, never anything less than mesmerizing, is full of family stories 
and vital Native history. It pulses and it aches, and it lifts, consistently. 
It threads together so much truth by the time we are done, what has 
been woven together equals a kind of completeness from brokenness, 
and a hope from knowing love and loss and love again by naming it so.” 

— Tommy Orange, author of There There 

https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780063223165
https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780063288522
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Being Wrong
Adventures in the Margin of Error
Kathryn Schulz

To err is human. Yet most of us go through life assuming (and 
sometimes insisting) that we are right about nearly everything, 
from the origins of the universe to how to load the dishwasher. 
If being wrong is so natural, why is our grasp of the psychology of 
belief so flawed that we are bad at imagining our ideas could be 
mistaken, and why do we react to our errors with surprise, denial, 
defensiveness, and shame?

In the tradition of The Wisdom of Crowds and Predictably 
Irrational, Being Wrong explores the fascinating human cognition 
behind what it means to be in error, and why homo sapiens tend 
to tacitly assume (or loudly insist) that they are right about most 
everything. Kathryn Schulz argues that error is the fundamental 
human condition and should be celebrated as such. Guiding the 
reader through the history and psychology of error, from Socrates 
to Alan Greenspan, Being Wrong will change the way you perceive 
screw-ups, both of the mammoth and daily variety, forever.

Reader, Come Home
The Reading Brain in a Digital World
Maryanne Wolf

Maryanne Wolf’s Proust and the Squid revealed what we know 
about how the brain learns to read and how reading changes the 
way we think and feel. Drawing deeply on research on the reading 
brain, Reader, Come Home comprises a series of letters Wolf 
writes to us—her beloved readers—to describe her concerns 
and her hopes about what is happening to the reading brain as it 
unavoidably changes to adapt to digital mediums. 

Wolf draws on neuroscience, literature, education, and philosophy 
and blends historical, literary, and scientific facts with down-
to-earth examples and warm anecdotes to illuminate complex 
ideas that culminate in a proposal for a biliterate reading brain. 
Provocative and intriguing, Reader, Come Home is a roadmap 
that provides a cautionary but hopeful perspective on the impact 
of technology on our brains and our most essential intellectual 
capacities—and what this could mean for our future.

COMMON READ SELECTION

Montana State University

Ecco: 416 pp 
2011 • Paperback   
9780061176050 • $19.99 

   

COMMON READ SELECTION

Princeton University 

Harper Paperbacks: 288 pp.  
October 2026 • Paperback  
9780063585409 • $18.99 

 

https://www.harper1styear.com/book-details/9780061176050/
https://www.harper1styear.com/book-details/9780062388773/
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Work In Progress
Confessions of a busboy, dishwasher, caddy, 
usher, factory worker, bank teller, corporate tool, 
and priest
James Martin, SJ

Work in Progress is a snapshot of several years—first as a boy, 
then as a teenager, and finally as a young adult—of being thrown 
into a series of jobs for which Martin had zero training. He had 
never set foot in a restaurant kitchen before working as a busboy 
and dishwasher; never stepped onto a golf course before working 
as a caddy; and had never seen a factory floor before working as 
an assembly-line worker. He almost always felt uncomfortable, 
unsettled, and uneasy. But, like many of us, he needed the money.

Each chapter features photos of memories and milestones 
throughout Father Martin’s young life. If you’re an aficionado of 
snafus, you won’t be disappointed. He’s not the hero of these 
stories, more a hapless teenager who learns in each job, even the 
ones he loathes, something about the value of work, about what it 
means to be an adult, about people, and about life overall.

COMMON READ SELECTION

St. Edward High School 
(Cleveland, OH)

HarperOne: 368 pp.  
2026 • Hardcover 
9780062694485 • $29.99

   

COMMON READ SELECTION

Feather River College, California 
State University at Chico, and 
Butte College.

Harper: 288 pp.   
2025 • Hardcover 
9780063418561 • $32.00 

   

The AI Con  
How to Fight Big Tech’s Hype and  
Create the Future We Want 
Emily M. Bender and Alex Hanna 

Is artificial intelligence going to take over the world? Have big tech 
scientists created an artificial lifeform that can think on its own? 
Are we about to enter an age where computers are better than 
humans at everything? 

The answer to these questions, linguist Emily M. Bender and 
sociologist Alex Hanna make clear, are “no,” “they wish,” and 
“definitely not.” In The AI Con, Bender and Hanna offer a sharp and 
wide-ranging take-down of AI hype across its many forms. 

Bender and Hanna show your students how to spot AI hype, how to 
deconstruct it, and how to expose the power grabs it aims to hide. 
Armed with these tools, your students will be prepared to push 
back against AI hype at work, as a consumer in the marketplace, 
as a skeptical newsreader, and as a citizen holding policymakers to 
account. Together, Bender and Hanna expose AI hype for what it 
is: a mask for Big Tech’s drive for profit, with little concern for who 
it affects. 

https://www.harper1styear.com/book-details/9780062694485/
https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780063418561
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Once Upon a Stranger
The Science of How “Small” Talk Can Add Up  
to a Big Life
Dr. Gillian Sandstrom 

Do you ever feel lonely, even in a crowd? Do you feel anxious 
or worried about what others think of you, or struggle to make 
friends? You are not alone. But the truth is, opportunities for 
positive connection and community are all around you.

Dr. Gillian Sandstrom, professor of psychology at the University of 
Sussex, reveals that talking to strangers is the key to unlocking more 
joy, curiosity, and goodwill every day of our lives. In an age when 
loneliness is a social health crisis and harmful phenomena like 
groupthink increase our perception of distance and polarization, 
Once Upon a Stranger provides transformational insight into the 
benefits of stretching our perceived limits and connecting with our 
fellow humans.

The Opposite of Happiness
How Bad Feelings Make and Break Us
George Loewenstein

In The Opposite of Happiness, George Loewenstein draws on 
decades of influential research—as well as insights from literature 
and from his own life experiences—to offer a reexamination of the 
role negative emotions play in our lives: why pain is stickier than 
pleasure, how the modern world makes bad feelings worse, and 
why our attempts to escape misery usually only sharpen its sting. 
Those who struggle to find and sustain happiness are not unlucky 
or flawed, he argues, but merely human. 

The Opposite of Happiness shares a sobering, deeply human, 
and ultimately comforting truth: The sooner we understand our 
negative natures, the sooner we will stop feeling guilty about 
failing to achieve lasting bliss, and the better connected we will be 
to others who share the same, or their own unique mix of, negative 
emotions.

HarperOne: 304 pp.  
2026 • Hardcover  
9780063385412 • $29.99 

 

Harper: 320 pp.   
2026 • Hardcover 
9780063427068 • $32.00  

 

https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780063385412
https://www.harper1styear.com/book-details/9780063427068/
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You’ve Changed
The Promise and Price of Self-Transformation
Benoit Denizet-Lewis

We live in an age obsessed with reinvention. On Instagram, in 
recovery meetings, through name-change petitions, lifestyle 
pivots, deconversion blogs, and political conversion manifestos, 
we’re surrounded by stories of radical personal change. But 
what does it really mean to shed an old skin—and why do some 
transformations inspire us while others raise our hackles?

You’ve Changed is a book for anyone who’s ever tried to become 
someone new, fix what felt broken, drag someone else into 
changing, or wondered whether real transformation is anything 
more than a myth we sell ourselves. Denizet-Lewis shows us that 
profound, positive change is possible—and offers an unexpected, 
sometimes counterintuitive set of approaches to help us get there.William Morrow: 336 pp.; index  

2026  • Hardcover  
9780062995438 • $32.50 

 

The Case for Quitting  
The Surprising Benefits of Opting Out
Lindsay Crouse

We live in a society that champions perseverance, sweat, and 
tenacity no matter the cost. But what if our relentlessness results 
in failure, sunken costs, and poor health, rather than success, 
happiness, and vitality? Lindsay Crouse, an award-winning 
reporter and lively writer for the New York Times, argues that our 
society has tricked us into thinking that endurance is an ultimate 
achievement, despite the surprising cost to ourselves.

She delves into the science of perseverance versus walking away 
from aspects of our lives, and relays a diverse blend of compelling 
personal stories, historical examples, and psychological insights. 
The Case for Quitting is a groundbreaking guide that ruptures our 
core beliefs. Career seekers, athletes, entrepreneurs, and anyone 
exploring new opportunities or feeling stuck in unproductive 
routines will appreciate its insights on the courage and—
importantly—strategy involved in quitting.

HarperOne: 304 pp.  
2026 • Hardcover  
9780063277571 • $29.99 

 

https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780062995438
https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780063277571
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Harper Perennial: 304 pp. 
2024 • Paperback 
9780063314832 • $18.99 

 

Reasons Not to Worry
How to Be Stoic in Chaotic Times
Brigid Delaney

Like many people today, Brigid Delaney was searching for answers 
to timeless questions: How can we be good? Find inner peace? 
Properly grieve? Tame our insecurities, such as the fear of missing 
out? Determine what truly matters?

Centuries ago, the Stoics pondered many of these same questions.  
Over the course of a year, she dedicated herself to following the 
wisdom of Seneca, Epictetus, and Marcus Aurelius. She hoped to 
discover how she could use the wisdom of these ancient thinkers 
to navigate life in the modern world. In Reasons Not to Worry, 
Brigid shares what she learned, showing us how we, too, can draw 
on the Stoics to regain a sense of agency and tranquility and find 
meaning in our lives.

HarperOne: 320 pp.  
2026 • Paperback 
9780063445994 • $21.99 

 

All My Dead Cats and Other Losses
Practicing Good Grief in a Culture That  
Fears Mourning
s.e. smith

Have you suffered a loss? How was your life changed by the 
grief you experienced? Did you feel like your grief was properly 
acknowledged? Mourning is a personal experience and shouldn’t 
be judged. There are no do-overs in death, but there are do-
betters.

This is a book about grief and mourning as collective activities best 
undertaken in community. 

s.e. interviews dozens of experts—from death doulas to funeral 
home directors to therapists and psychologists—and discusses 
the different stages of grief. The shared perspectives help us 
understand that grief is not fixable but it can be livable. They 
teach us that if we have the courage, which begins with honest 
conversations about how we navigate grief, then we can learn how 
to do better.

https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780063314832
https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780063445994
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Together
The Healing Power of Human Connection in a 
Sometimes Lonely World
Vivek H. Murthy

In his groundbreaking book, the 19th Surgeon General of the 
United States Dr. Vivek Murthy makes a case for loneliness as a 
public health concern: a root cause and contributor to many of 
the epidemics sweeping the world today from alcohol and drug 
addiction to violence to depression and anxiety. 

“We have a massive, deadly epidemic hidden in plain sight: loneliness. 
It is as harmful to health as smoking and far more common. And as 
his gripping stories of the science and suffering make clear, we can 
do something about it. Together is fascinating, moving, and essential 
reading.” 

— Atul Gawande, author of Being Mortal
COMMON READ SELECTION

Kansas State University,  
Carlow University, MIT

Harper Wave: 352 pp.; index. 
2023 • Paperback 
9780062913302 • $19.99 

   

https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780062913302
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Briefly 
Perfectly 
Human
9780063240063
Paperback • $18.99

   

How to Walk 
into a Room
9780063328839
Paperback • $16.99

   

The Art and 
Science of 
Connection
9780063289123
Paperback • $18.99

   

How to Fall 
in Love with 
Questions
9780063335158
Paperback • $19.99

   

Emerson, the 
Stoics, and Me
9780063059702
Paperback • $18.99
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Divergent 
Mind
9780062876805 
Paperback • $17.99

   

How Emotions 
Are Made
9781328915436 
Paperback • $19.99

 

ADDITIONAL TITLES

https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780063328839
https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780063289123
https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780063335158
https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780063059702
https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780063240063
https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780062876805
https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9781328915436
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HarperOne: 320 pp. • 
November 2026 • Hardcover  
9780063397545 • $29.99 

 

Start with a Bear
Humans, Grizzlies, and the Power of Stories  
on a Crowded Planet
Peter S. Alagona

In Start with a Bear, historian, ecologist, and bear expert 
Peter Alagona suggests we must reimagine the very heart of 
conservation, inviting a new framework for sustainable, reciprocal 
relations with the wild creatures that remain. Spanning centuries 
of history and traversing landscapes from California and Spain to 
the Gobi Desert and Alaska, this work is an epic journey toward a 
new ecological consciousness. Through the lens of our largest and 
perhaps most complex furry neighbors, Alagona illuminates what 
is at stake in our shared extinction crisis. He asks us to not merely 
manage these creatures, but to confront the profound question 
of what it means to genuinely share our planet with the myriad 
lives that still inhabit it alongside us, to reconsider our place on a 
warming, crowded earth.

William Morrow: 288 pp.  
2026 • Hardcover  
9780063454385 • $29.99 

 

On Natural Capital
The Value of the World Around Us
Partha Dasgupta 

Cambridge University economist Sir Partha Dasgupta lays out a 
seminal new approach to economics that asks: What if we were to 
put a value on nature just as we value everything else?

For just about everything of value in life, there is an economic 
model. If it matters to us, we have found a way to put a dollar 
amount on it, to quantify its importance in our lives and society. 
And yet for as long as they have existed, our economic models 
have served us an incomplete picture; they fail to account for the 
fact that our growth is driven by a resource that we take for free 
and treat as infinite: nature. Dasgupta’s approach examines the 
existential need to rethink our relationship to nature and see its 
preservation, not as a commodity or simply as “irreplaceable,” but 
as an economic imperative. 

https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780063397545
https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780063454385
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HarperOne: 352 pp.   
November 2026 • Paperback  
9780063441187 • $18.99 

 

As If We Were Staying
How We Build a Flourishing Future in a World 
That’s Falling Apart
Spencer R. Scott

In an age of social fragmentation and ecological emergency, 
many of us feel a profound disconnect—from the land, from our 
communities, and even from our own values. How do we find the 
hope and determination to live on this planet as if we were staying?

Inspired by the solarpunk movement’s insistence that life must 
come before profit, biologist and environmentalist Spencer R. 
Scott weaves memoir and scientific inquiry to chronicle his journey 
from biotech research to the co-founding of Solar Punk Farms, a 
queer regenerative farm and educational center rooted in place. 
Drawing on his background in biology, Scott reframes capitalism 
as an environment many of us have unconsciously adapted to in 
order to survive—and documents what it means to step out of 
that protected interior and re-enter ecological reality. 

Mariner Books: 304 pp. 
2025 • Paperback 
9780063322622 • $18.99 

 

The Nature of Our Cities
Harnessing the Power of the Natural World  
to Survive a Changing Planet
Nadina Galle

We live in an age when humanity spends 90% of its time indoors, 
yet the nature around us—especially in America’s cities—has never 
been more vital. As ecological engineer Dr. Nadina Galle shows in 
The Nature of Our Cities, nature is our most critical infrastructure 
for tackling the climate crisis. It just needs a little help.

Galle embarks on a journey as fascinating as it is pressing, showing 
how scientists and citizens from around the world are harnessing 
emerging technologies to unlock the power of the natural world to 
save their cities, a phenomenon she calls the “Internet of Nature.” 
Traveling the globe, she examines how urban nature, long an 
afterthought for many, points the way toward a more sustainable 
future.

https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780063441187
https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780063322622
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Ecco: 224 pp. 
2026 • Paperback 
9780063414426 • $22.00

 

Bite By Bite
Nourishments & Jamborees
Aimee Nezhukumatathil

In Bite by Bite, poet, essayist, and author of World of Wonders 
Aimee Nezhukumatathil explores the way food and drink evoke 
our associations and remembrances—a subtext or layering, a 
flavor tinged with joy, shame, exuberance, grief, desire, or nostalgia.

Nezhukumatathil restores our astonishment and wonder about 
food through her encounters with a range of foods and food 
traditions. From shave ice to lumpia, mangoes to pecans, rambutan 
to vanilla, she investigates how food marks our experiences and 
identities and explores the boundaries between heritage and 
memory.

HarperOne: 272 pp. 
November 2026 • Hardcover  
9780063468887 • $28.00 

 

Provisions
Finding Home Through the Food Folklore  
of the Appalachian Table
Amanda Held Opelt

Amanda Held Opelt’s childhood was shaped by the shared, multi-
generational table that brought everyone to her Granny’s 100-
acre farm. But as she came of age at the peak of the nineties’ diet 
culture, her relationship with her body became fraught, and she 
began to resent the culinary culture of her Appalachian heritage. 
When her own daughter was born, she realized another body 
depended upon her nourishment. That was when she set out to 
learn how to cook and reclaim her ancestor’s food traditions.

In Provisions, Opelt devotes herself to attending local sorghum 
boil parties and apple festivals, interviewing farmers, foragers, 
and herders, and recreating the meals she remembers her 
Granny serving at her own table. She confronts the false food 
narratives that dominated the religious landscape of her Southern, 
conservative roots. Along the way, Opelt rediscovers the joy of 
eating, and with newfound faith learns to love her body again and 
the places it calls home.

https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780063282261
https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780063468887
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Some We Love, 
Some We Hate,  
Some We Eat
9780063119284
Paperback • $18.99

   

Animal, 
Vegetable, 
Miracle
9780062653055
Paperback • $19.99

   

Fast Food 
Nation 
25th Anniversary 
Edition
9780063432512
Paperback • $18.99

 

A Bigger 
Picture
9780063269125
Paperback • $17.99

 

ADDITIONAL TITLES

The Secret 
History of 
Food
9780062973207
Paperback • $19.99

   

Butter
9780063236417
Paperback • $19.99

   

Frostlines
9780063138582
Hardcover • $19.99

   

What it Takes 
to Save a Life 
9780063215832
Paperback • $18.99

   

The Best 
American Food 
and Travel 
Writing 2026
9780063464728
Paperback • $18.99

   

We Fed  
an Island
9780062864499
Paperback • $19.99

   

TH E E NVI RON M E NT & FOOD

T
H

E
 E

N
V

IR
O

N
M

E
N

T 
 &

 FO
O

D

https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780063432512
https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780063269125
https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780063119284
https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780062653055
https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780062973207
https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780063236417
https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780063138582
https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780063215832
https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780063464728
https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780062864499
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Ecco: 352 pp., endnotes  
2026 • Hardcover 
9780063442559 • $32.00 

 

The Time Tax
How the Government Wastes Our Time— 
and How to Fix It
Annie Lowrey

Nobody likes doing paperwork, and Americans do a lot of it. If time 
is money, the hoops we jump through to comply with the rules are 
one more bill we as citizens are forced to pay, and an extortionate 
one.

Journalist Annie Lowrey has termed this the “time tax”: the 
paperwork, aggravation, and mental effort imposed on citizens 
when they access the rights and benefits that are supposed to be 
theirs. How did the world’s wealthiest country end up with such a 
convoluted, punitive, and inept system of public administration? 
Lowrey traces a pathbreaking history of administrative burdens in 
the United States, revealing how they were historically a tool of 
discrimination. The Time Tax will enrage you, enlighten you, and, 
most important, provide a point-by-point guide for reclaiming 
your precious time.”

Harper: 432 pp.  
2026 • Hardcover  
9780063091245 • $30.00 

 

The Cruelty of Nice Folks
Why Minneapolis Is the Story of America
Justin Ellis

It’s the “North,” they like to say, not the Midwest. It’s different. 
Minneapolis is a city for everyone. But in 2020, George Floyd’s 
murder by the city’s police left many Americans stunned and 
wondering, “How could this happen in Minneapolis?” To Ellis, the 
real question is: What made people think it couldn’t?

The Minneapolis Justin Ellis grew up in is not the idealistic 
metropolis it claims to be. The “City of Lakes” was built on 
discrimination much like all other American cities. Black families 
were systematically cut out of the prosperous neighborhoods, 
lush parks, and pristine lakes that make Minneapolis a haven of 
the heartland. But when George Floyd’s murder sparks a global 
protest movement with the city as ground zero, its residents must 
finally ask what being a good neighbor actually means.

https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780063442559
https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780063091245
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Amistad: 400 pp.  
2026 • Hardcover  
9780063399419 • $32.00

 

The Overseer Class
A Manifesto
Steven W. Thrasher

The Overseer Class explores what happens when members of 
historically minoritized groups are selected for high-visibility 
positions of power within existing institutions—but under the 
conditions of a kind of Faustian bargain.

This book is about the kinds of compromises made by a small but 
influential group of people from minoritized groups in the United 
States as they have entered segregated institutions in highly visible 
positions. 

The Overseer Class explores what it looks like in mass media, 
universities, corporate America, the military, and government. The 
Overseer Class aims not only to educate us and start this discussion 
but to provide a framework for challenging that dynamic.

Harper Perennial: 352 pp. 
2024 • Paperback  
9780063112056 • $19.99  

 

By the Fire We Carry
The Generations-Long Fight for Justice  
on Native Land
Rebecca Nagle

Before 2020, American Indian reservations made up roughly 
55 million acres of land in the United States. Nearly 200 million 
acres are reserved for national forests—in the emergence of this 
great nation, our government set aside more land for trees than 
for Indigenous peoples. That changed on July 9, 2020, when a 
high-profile Supreme Court case—which originated with a small-
town murder two decades earlier—affirmed the reservation of 
Muscogee Nation. The ruling resulted in the largest restoration of 
tribal land in U.S. history, merely because the Court chose to follow 
the law.

In By the Fire We Carry, Rebecca Nagle tells the story of the 
generations-long fight for tribal land and sovereignty in Eastern 
Oklahoma. By chronicling both the contemporary legal battle 
and historic acts of Indigenous resistance, By the Fire We Carry 
exposes both the wrongs that our nation has committed in its long 
history of greed, corruption, and lawlessness, and the Native battle 
for the right to be here that has shaped our country. 

https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780063399419
https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780063112056


BOO K S FO R THE FIRS T-YE AR S TU D ENT 15

S
O

C
IA

L  
J

U
S

T
IC

E
SOC IAL J USTICE

Harper: 240 pp.  
October 2026 • Hardcover 
9780063343047 • $32.00   

 
Spanish language edition 
expected Fall 2027   

Essential
Being Latino and Indispensable in America
Enrique Acevedo

In a country still grappling with its sense of identity and the 
question of who belongs, Essential explores: What does it mean to 
be Latino in America today?

Latinos comprise nearly one in five Americans, including more than 
eleven million in California alone. Yet their place in the national 
conversation is too often reduced, politicized, or misunderstood, 
especially when filtered through the narrow lens of immigration.

From frontline workers during the pandemic to families navigating 
the opaque machinery of deportation, Essential explores labor, 
identity, resilience, and the quiet contradictions Latinos carry 
every day. It challenges the false choice between assimilation 
and exclusion. It calls on the country to expand its definition of 
belonging to reflect its people’s full complexity and history.

Harper: 240 pp. 
2026 • Hardcover  
9780063424876 • $30.00 

 

The Instigators
How Black Women Have Been Essential to 
American Democracy
Atima Omara

“How can we build a truly inclusive multi-racial democracy?” For 
Atima Omara, the answer is The Instigators—a name she has 
given to a demographic of Black women between the ages of 18 
and 45. These women are uniquely equipped to save American 
democracy. They didn’t ask for this ability, she argues, it was forced 
on them because racism and sexism have made them the most 
marginalized group in American politics. We can all benefit from 
their strategic know-how as we rebuild our society.

The Instigators is at once an urgent political guide, a historical 
exploration, and a poignant memoir that pulls from Omara’s 
two decades of work in Democratic politics and the progressive 
movement. Powerful, insightful, and practical, it is imperative 
reading for everyone eager to protect and rebuild our democracy 
and create a better tomorrow for all.

https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780063343047
https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780063424876
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Ecco: 288 pp.  
2024 • Paperback 
9780063028012 • $18.99

 

Bootstrapped 
Liberating Ourselves from the American Dream
Alissa Quart

The promise that you can “pull yourself up by your bootstraps” is 
central to the story of the American Dream. It’s the belief that if 
you work hard and rely on your own resources, you will eventually 
succeed. However, time and again we have seen how this 
foundational myth, with its emphasis on individual determination, 
brittle self-sufficiency, and personal accomplishment, does not 
help us. Instead, as income inequality rises around us, we are left 
with shame and self-blame for our condition.

Acclaimed journalist Alissa Quart argues that at the heart of our 
suffering is a do-it-yourself ethos, the misplaced belief in our own 
independence and the conviction that we must rely on ourselves 
alone. Looking at a range of delusions and half solutions—from 
“grit” to the false Horatio Alger story to the rise of GoFundMe—
Quart reveals how we have been steered away from robust social 
programs that would address the root causes of our problems.

https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780063028012
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Speaking  
of Race
9780063098152
Paperback • $18.99

   

The Injustice  
of Place
9780063239524
Paperback • $21.99

   

Everything I 
Learned About 
Racism  
I Learned in 
School
9780358638315
Hardcover • $21.99

   

Gray Areas
9780063079823
Paperback • $19.99

   

Be a Revolution
9780063140196
Paperback • $18.99

   

$2.00 A Day
9780544811959
Paperback • $15.99

 

Broken
9780063036208
Paperback • $16.99

 

And Still  
We March 
9780008392451
Paperback • $19.99
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https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780544811959
https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780063098152
https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780063239524
https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780063036208
https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780008392451
https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780358638315
https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780063079823
https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780063140196
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Mariner Books: 208 pp. 
October 2026 • Hardcover  
9780063480568 • $28.00 

 

Death of an Ordinary Man
Sarah Perry

Death of an Ordinary Man opens on a charming, merry seaside 
scene in late August. Perry, her husband, and her father-in-law 
David are at the Yarmouth carnival they’ve gone to every summer 
for decades. The next time Sarah sees David three weeks later, 
watching him approach across the market, she knows instantly 
and with a certainty she’s never had before: David is dying. He’ll 
be dead in less than three months’ time from a rare and swiftly 
moving cancer.

What follows is Perry’s intimate account of sitting at David’s 
bedside across the final days of his life. Perhaps most importantly, 
she mourns all that will be lost forever with his passing, even as she 
celebrates that he was here in the first place.

Ecco: 304 pp.  
2026 • Paperback  
9780063375192 • $18.99 

 

Articulate 
A Deaf Memoir of Voice
Rachel Renee Kolb 

Born in the same year that the Americans with Disabilities Act was 
passed, author Rachel Rennee Kolb grew up as part of the first 
generation of deaf people with legal rights to accessibility services. 
Still, from a young age, she contorted herself to expectations set 
by a world that prioritizes hearing people. So, she learned to speak 
through speech therapy and to piece together missing sounds 
through lipreading and an eventual cochlear implant, all while 
finding clarity and meaning in American Sign Language (ASL) and 
written literature. 

Part memoir, part cultural exploration, Articulate details a life lived 
among words in varied sensory forms and considers why and how 
those words matter. Articulate is a linguistic coming-of-age in both 
deaf and hearing worlds, challenging us to consider how language 
expresses our humanity—and offering more ways we might exist 
together.

https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780063480568
https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780063375185
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COMMON READ SELECTION 

Princeton University, Claremont 
McKenna College

Harper: 336 pp. 
2023 • Paperback 
9780063257528 • $19.99 

 

How to Stand Up to a Dictator
The Fight for Our Future
Maria Ressa

From Maria Ressa, recipient of the 2021 Nobel Peace Prize and 
founder of the Philippine journalism site Rappler, How to Stand 
Up to a Dictator is an inspiring memoir that chronicles Ressa’s 
career fighting fascism and those who help to spread it, filled with 
insights and advice for standing against authoritarian bullies and 
confronting disinformation and lies.

Sitting Pretty
The View from My Ordinary Resilient  
Disabled Body
Rebekah Taussig

When Rebekah Taussig—who has a Ph.D. in disability studies and is 
disabled herself—created the Instagram account @sitting_pretty,  
she was driven by the fact that disabled people are not adequately 
represented. She felt disabled people didn’t see stories about 
themselves that they could relate to, and that non-disabled people 
have a narrow, one-dimensional view of disability. In her work, Dr. 
Taussig strives to paint a more nuanced portrait of disability. It can 
be tough and uncomfortable, but it can also be just fine, it can be 
ordinary, it can even be fulfilling.

In this memoir-in-essays, Dr. Taussig illustrates the need for more 
stories and more voices to understand the diversity of humanity. 
Sitting Pretty challenges your students to be patient and vigilant, 
practical, and imaginative, kind and relentless, as we as a society 
set out to write an entirely different story.

COMMON READ SELECTION

University of Wisconsin-
Madison, Old Dominion 
University, University of Arizona 
Honors Program, and more

HarperOne: 256 pp.   
2021 • Paperback 
9780062936806 • $16.99

 

https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780063257528
https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780062936806
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Hanover Square Press: 256 pp.  
2026 • Hardcover • 
9781335000675 • $32.99  

 

Dinner with an Astronaut
Serving Space Stories: Past, Present, and Future
Leroy Chiao

Imagine if you could sit down and enjoy a meal with an astronaut. 
What questions would you ask? What could you learn after two 
drinks with an astronaut? Leroy Chiao answers that question and 
more in Dinner with an Astronaut, an insightful and witty deep 
dive into the world’s most unexplored realm: the cosmos.

As a child, Leroy always dreamed of going to space. One of fewer 
than four hundred American astronauts in history, he completed 
rigorous training and was hand-selected to achieve his wildest 
dreams, becoming one of the first Asian-American astronauts 
in history. Using his unique perspective breaking barriers in a 
largely white field, Leroy now aims to share the wonders of space 
with those of us on Earth, detailing his astronaut training and 
otherworldly space missions. 

Amistad: 288 pp.  
2026 • Hardcover 
9780063384934 • $30.00 

 

Double Dutch Fuss
A Memoir
Phill Branch

In this personal narrative, Branch reckons with the patriarchy and 
tradition of these social structures in Black America, their legacy, 
and how they molded and silenced him. Branch writes unflinchingly 
about growing up as the queer black son of a complicated 
and often absent father with rigid ideas of masculinity. From 
early inappropriate relationships with men twice his age, to his 
successful rebranding at Hampton University, to the dichotomy of 
Hollywood, Branch navigates his complex emotions surrounding 
success, perceptions of manhood, and ultimately his father.

https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9781335000675
https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780063384934
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Amistad: • 304 pp.  
October 2026 • Hardcover 
9780063430778 • $28.00 

 

Notes on a Blacklash
When a Black Woman Goes Viral
April Ryan

Notes on a Blacklash by veteran White House reporter April Ryan 
is a gripping, soul-baring look at what happens when the world 
suddenly turns its full attention on you. This isn’t just the story of 
one viral moment with President Trump. It’s about the avalanche 
that follows: the scrutiny, the emotional and physical toll, and the 
way your identity can become fuel for headlines and hashtags.

April pulls back the curtain on what it truly costs to be seen and 
what it takes to survive it. With vulnerability and power, she 
recounts the moments that made her go viral, not because she 
chased attention, but because she showed up authentically. Her 
presence, her truth, and her refusal to shrink under pressure struck 
a chord and sparked cultural firestorms.

COMMON READ SELECTION

St. Olaf College, Mt. St. Mary 
University

HarperVia: 336 pp.; illustrated. 
2023 • Paperback 
9780063095786 • $18.99 

   

Somewhere We Are Human
Authentic Voices on Migration, Survival,  
and New Beginnings
Reyna Grande and Sonia Guiñansaca, editors 
Foreword by Viet Thanh Nguyen

This anthology of essays, poetry, and art by undocumented or 
formerly undocumented migrants seeks to shift the immigration 
debate towards one rooted in humanity and justice. Through their 
storytelling and art, the contributors to this thought-provoking 
book remind us that they are human still. 

Touching on themes of race, class, gender, nationality, sexuality, 
politics, and parenthood, Somewhere We Are Human reveals how 
joy, hope, and perseverance can take root in the toughest soil and 
bloom in the harshest conditions.

https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780063430778
https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780063095786
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We Were 
Dreamers
9780063046504
Paperback • $19.99

   

Driving the 
Green Book
9780063271975
Paperback • $18.99

   

Fun Home
9780618871711
Paperback • $18.99

   

Sapiens (vol 4)
9780063510517
Paperback • $29.99 
Vols 1, 2, & 3 also available

 

Deaf Utopia
9780063062368 
Paperback • $19.99

 

Dear America 
9780062851345
Paperback • $18.99

 

Hidden Figures
9780062677280
Paperback • $18.99

     

Heavyweight
9780063205956
Paperback • $26.99
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https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780063046504
https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780063510517
https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780063205956
https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780063062368
https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780062851345
https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780062677280
https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780063271975
https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780618871711
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Ecco: 288 pp. 
October 2026 • Hardcover  
9780063395008 • $30.00 

 

Why We Ask Why
The Science of Explanation and the Human Drive 
to Understand
Tania Lombrozo

Humans are explanation-seeking creatures. We wonder why 
there’s traffic, why a friend behaved a certain way, why the sky is 
blue, and—in moments of existential reflection—why we are here. 
Over the last twenty-five years, renowned cognitive scientist, and 
Princeton University psychology professor, Tania Lombrozo has 
turned this explanation-seeking tendency back on itself to ask: 
Why do humans explain? What does explanation do for us? And, 
most important, how can we do it better? 

In Why We Ask Why, Lombrozo takes readers on a journey into 
the depths of explanation, exploring the role that this fundamental 
cognitive process plays for each of us as we engage with others 
and the world around us. Through scientific studies and lively 
stories, we come to appreciate that explanations aren’t simply 
facts that describe the past but also mental acts that decide the 
future. Astute, thought-provoking, and constantly surprising, Why 
We Ask Why is a book that offers explanations for questions you 
didn’t even know you had.

Harlequin: 320 pp.; illustrations.   
October 2026  • Hardcover 
9781335004154 • $34.00 

   

Earthrise  
Inside Artemis II, the Groundbreaking  
Human Mission Into Deep Space
John Larsen and Jeremy Hansen

Earthrise is a thrilling account of the Artemis II mission, the first 
human journey into deep space in fifty years, told from the 
perspective of crew member Jeremy Hansen.

Hansen and his crew mates viewed parts of the moon never 
before seen by human eyes, took the next step in space travel, and 
won the hearts of everyone back home on Earth in the process. 
Now, this book gives readers a passenger-seat view into the daring 
deep-space journey and the long years of intense training, grit, and 
perseverance Hansen needed to prepare for lift-off and fulfill his 
lifelong dream of becoming an astronaut.

Earthrise is a testament to what can be achieved with unity, 
teamwork, and a bold belief in humanity’s ability to reach for the 
stars.

https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780063395008
https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9781335004154
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Harper Perennial:  
304 pp.; notes; index. 
2025 • Paperback 
9780063073869 • $18.99 

 

The Light Eaters
How the Unseen World of Plant Intelligence 
Offers a New Understanding of Life on Earth
Zoë Schlanger

What is intelligent life if not a vine that grows leaves to blend into 
the shrub on which it climbs, a flower that shapes its bloom to fit 
exactly the beak of its pollinator, a pea seedling that can hear water 
flowing and make its way toward it? In Light Eaters, Zoë Schlanger 
delivers a groundbreaking work of popular science that probes the 
hidden world of the plant kingdom and reveals the astonishing 
capabilities of the green life all around us.

“A masterpiece of science writing.” 
—Robin Wall Kimmerer, author of Braiding Sweetgrass

Ecco: 336 pp.  
2026 • Paperback 
9780063434660 • $18.99 

 

How Things Are Made
A Journey Through the Hidden World  
of Manufacturing
Tim Minshall

Unless you are floating naked through space, you are right now 
in direct contact with multiple manufactured products, including 
furniture, technology, clothing, and even food. And yet the 
processes by which these things appear in our lives are virtually 
invisible. How often do we stop to think: Where do the things we 
buy actually come from? How are they made, and how do they 
make their way into our hands?

The answers can be found in How Things Are Made, which traces 
the surprising paths taken by everyday items to reach consumers, 
from design to creation to delivery. Innovation expert Tim Minshall 
takes us on a journey through the manufacturing world, from the 
smallest job shops to mega-factories, from global shipping hubs 
to local delivery at your door, revealing the inner workings of the 
system that runs 24-7-365 to make and deliver the things we 
need—or want—to live our daily lives. 

https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780063073869
https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780063434653
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HarperOne: 336 pp.  
October 2026 • Hardcover 
9780063424111 • $28.99 

 

The God Notes
How Sound Creates the World 
Lynne McTaggart 

Did you know that plants can “hear” sounds that help them grow 
and ward off predators? Or that the sun, the planets, and black 
holes emit rhythmic sounds that have a profound impact on life 
on Earth? 

The God Notes is first book to explain just how the sounds around 
us and the sounds we make affect our lives. Specific sounds create 
major effects on the human mind and body, and there are both 
“good” sounds (or “God notes”) capable of instantly transporting 
human beings into an altered state, and “bad notes” (such as from 
seismic rumblings, container ships, solar flares or wind turbines), 
causing distress or illness. 

The God Notes is an awe-inspiring scientific story revealing the 
mysteries of sound—impacting everything within and around us, 
from our cells and brains to other living things, our relationships 
and even the cosmos.

Mariner Books: 320 pp., index 
2026 • Hardcover  
9780063394629 • $30.00 

 

Chain Reaction
How Chemistry Shapes Us and Our World
Ijeoma Uchegbu

We all have a relationship with chemistry. Bonds between 
molecules, forged and broken in the blink of an eye, underpin 
everything from the food we eat and the clothes we wear to the 
ways we treat illnesses and construct our homes. 

In Chain Reaction, Ijeoma Uchegbu, president of Wolfson College, 
Cambridge, and professor of pharmaceutical nanoscience at 
University College London, shows us the world through a chemist’s 
eyes.

We travel from Uchegbu’s home in London to Nigeria, where 
cooking experiments go awry in her family kitchen, and to Italy, 
where the chemically inert compounds that make up stained glass 
keep medieval windows shining. The careful interplay of bonds 
and molecules brings a sense of order and wonder to the chaos 
of our lives, she shows, and we don’t have to wear a lab coat to 
appreciate it.

https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780063424111
https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780063394629
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The Secret 
Lives of 
Numbers
9780063206052
Hardcover • $32.99

   

The Forgotten 
Sense
9780063394681
Paperback • $20.00 
January 2027

   

Pests
9780063097261
Paperback • $19.99

   

Why We Die
9780063113282 
Paperback • $17.99

   

The Book  
of Eels
9780062968821 
Paperback • $18.99

   

How Economics 
Explains the 
World
9780063383791
Paperback  • $17.99

   

A Brief History 
of the Universe
(and Our Place In It) 
9780063476523
Hardcover  • $28.00

   

The Best 
American 
Science and 
Nature Writing 
2026
9780063414259
Paperback • $18.99

   

I Am Not  
a Robot
9780063446618
Hardcover • $32.00
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https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780063206052
https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780063394681
https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780063097261
https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780063113282
https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780062968821
https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780063383791
https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780063476523
https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780062416162
https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780063446618
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Mariner Books: 128 pp.  
2026 • Hardcover  
9780063491694 • $25.00 

 

Harper: 240 pp.  
2026 • Paperback  
9780062400673 • $17.99 

 

Small Boat
A Novel
Vincent Delecroix, Translated by Helen Stevenson

Vincent Delecroix’s acclaimed Small Boat is a fictional first-person 
account of the French navy officer who took the migrants’ calls—
and her attempts to justify the indefensible. Accused of failing in 
her duty, she refuses to be held more responsible than others for 
this disaster, than the crises behind these tragedies. What unfolds 
is a gripping, thought-provoking examination of the darkest threat 
to our humanity.

Powerful, forceful, and haunting, Small Boat confronts the most 
difficult but important moral questions of our time: to what extent 
are we all complicit?

Storyknife
Jess Row

Storyknife is a sharply constructed book that dismantles the myths 
of white America, revealing race, class, and gender as fictions 
that can be taken apart and remade. Each story turns a lens on 
its own machinery, exposing the quiet politics encoded in literary 
convention. In this collection, you’ll find a satirical letter, a story in 
the form of a reading group guide, and narrators who repeatedly 
remind you that characters are not real people but text effects. 
Storyknife is a funny and thought-provoking short story collection 
that will spark conversation in the classroom. 

https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780063491694
https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780062400673
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Harper: 288 pp.  
2026 • Hardcover  
9780063419469 • $30.00 

 

Hanover Square Press: 240 pp.  
2026 • Hardcover  
9781335000682 • $22.99

 

No God But Us
A Novel
Bobuq Sayed

In this bold novel, two gay Afghan men—cast out of their countries 
by circumstances beyond their control—arrive in a city that will 
test their willingness to sacrifice everything for the ones they love.

When a seemingly harmless Pride march results in a brutal attack 
by riot police, and the country surges further into authoritarianism, 
Mansur and Delbar are thrust into dangerous proximity. 

Alongside their tight-knit community, the duo are forced to ask 
themselves: What constitutes a life well-lived, and how high is the 
price of freedom? 

Before I Knew I Loved You
A Novel
Toshikazu Kawaguchi

If you could go back in time, who would you want to meet?

In a small back alley of Tokyo, there is a café. Local legend says 
that this shop offers something else besides coffee—the chance 
to travel back in time. In this book, we meet four patrons: a student 
who travels back to meet his father again, a woman who is anxious 
to travel ahead to know what her future holds, and more. 

The same rules always apply– you must return before the coffee 
gets cold. And while it does, memories are revisited, people are 
changed forever, and the enduring power of love transcends the 
boundaries of time.

https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780063419469
https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9781335000682
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Morrow: 320 pp.  
2026 • Hardcover  
9780063437937 • $30.00 

 

Morrow: 192 pp.   
2026 • Paperback  
9780063475120 • $17.99 

Everything to the Sea
A Novel 
Alicia Upano

Everything to the Sea is a coming-of-age novel spanning years 
after a sudden tsunami devastates the island of Hawai’i.

Home for one final summer, Jane is working and saving cash for 
her senior year of college before she leaves her island town behind 
forever. At first, she doesn’t remember Kenji, but he quickly 
becomes someone she can’t forget. Then a tsunami sweeps their 
families out to sea, and their all-consuming affair breaks with the 
weight of grief, pulling them in opposite directions. Kenji remains in 
Hawai’i, bound by duty to rebuild their hometown. Jane, shattered 
by the loss, follows her best friend to California. 

Everything to the Sea is a deeply moving portrait of our ability to 
overcome even the most devastating tragedies, when everything 
else is washed away.

The Memory Bookshop
A Novel 
Song Yu-jeong

The Memory Bookshop is a warm and wise novel about a 
mysterious bookshop that exists outside of time and space, where 
the past is only a page away.

Jiwon’s life has been slowly disintegrating since her mother died. 
Until one day, caught by a sudden downpour, she stumbles into a 
mysterious bookstore. Inside, she is met by Manager K and offered 
no explanation, only a mysterious hourglass and a rare opportunity: 
to travel back to three chapters of her life.

But returning to the past isn’t without risk. In exchange, Jiwon must 
give up time in her future. As she wanders between the shelves, 
the bookshop humming with memories and regrets, she must ask 
herself: Can the past truly be rewritten? Or does the real magic lie 
in the life she’s yet to live?

https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780063437937
https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780063475120
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HarperOne: 240 pp.  
2026 • Paperback 
9780063352797 • $17.99 

 

HarperOne: 384 pp.  
December 2026 • Paperback 
9780063307988 • $20.99 

 

Black Arts
Stories 
Megan Giddings

The very first story collection from the critically acclaimed, visionary 
author of the novels Lakewood, The Women Could Fly, and Meet 
Me at the Crossroads. Funny, poignant, and deeply moving, the 
stories in Black Arts further establish Megan Giddings as one of 
our most eagle-eyed and groundbreaking literary talents, akin to 
Ursula LeGuin and Octavia Butler. 

Over the course of thirteen stories, we navigate complex family 
relationships, romances both troubled and charmed, and events 
that straddle the supernatural and the all-too-real.

Daughters of the Wind
A Mythical Eco-Fantasy
Sheila Williams

As the climate clock ticks, Aeola— a nearly immortal elemental 
trained to read the earth’s landscape— uses her gifts to outsmart 
a tech billionaire and persuade him to partner with her to give 
Earth a fighting chance.

Blending fantasy, science, and the fierce bonds between mothers 
and daughters, Daughters of the Wind is a thrilling call to action 
wrapped in elemental magic. This novel perfectly brings awareness 
to climate issues while creating a world filled with dynamic and 
multi-faceted female characters.

https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780063352797
https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780063307988
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HarperOne: 288 pp. 
November 2026 • Paperback 
9780063443501 • $18.99 

 

Harper: 176 pp. 
2026 • Hardcover  
9780063514249 • $28.00

 

Beyond the Baths of Stars
A Novel 
Schneider K. Rancy

This dazzling novel follows a young, discontented first generation 
American who battles with his cultural inheritances while 
attempting to build his own destiny in the America of today.

After saving Ana, a drowning woman, Eurick is overwhelmed by her 
mystical presence and what she could mean for his life to come. 
At Ana’s invitation, Eurick embarks on a voyage around Miami, one 
that forces him to contend with the smallness and squalor of his 
world.

A retelling of The Odyssey, Beyond the Baths of Stars asks: What 
power do we have to control our own fate when our destiny feels 
pre-determined and the systems of the world are broken?

Female Life on Planet Earth
A Novel 
Laleh Khadivi

Female Life on Planet Earth is a novel about a daughter uncovering 
her beloved mother’s secret past as a soldier in Iran’s Islamic 
revolution.

This luminous novel follows Heti, a first-generation Iranian 
American as she raises her teenage daughters, keeps the books 
for strange small businesses across LA, and navigates her hilarious 
cousins and aunts, all while quietly confronting the violent secrets 
of her mother, a woman she thought she knew.

Told with humor and emotional precision, Female Life on Planet 
Earth is a woman’s journey of intrigue into her inheritance that 
offers readers a radical meditation on memory, self, and the 
expanding strength of women over time and place.

https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780063443501
https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780063514249
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Harper: 304 pp.  
2026 • Paperback 
9780063416406  $18.99 

 

Quill Tree Books: 336 pp.  
2026 • Hardcover  
9780062882790 • $19.99 

 

What a Time to Be Alive
A Novel 
Jade Chang

A deeply moving and often hilarious novel following a woman 
who becomes an internet folk hero in the most unexpected 
way, catapulting her into fame and influence just as she’s finally 
beginning to reckon with her complicated past. 

Lola Treasure Gold can’t figure out her life. She’s broke, unemployed, 
and back in her childhood home. Worse, one of her closest friends 
has just died. So nobody is more surprised than Lola when a jackpot 
falls in her lap: she stars in a viral video, opening a surprising path 
for her to become a self-help guru.

Author Jade Chang’s kaleidoscopic new novel is a deep examination 
of the ways we commodify belief, the power and precarity of fame, 
and the delicious terror of being truly seen. 

Anger is Only a Shadow
Elizabeth Acevedo 

A powerful novel in verse about a young woman who breaks her 
probation to help her troubled older brother. 

Lil knows she should feel lucky to just be on probation. But 
judgement, guilt, and an ankle monitor weigh heavily on her, and 
she can’t shake that pinned-down feeling. She needs to talk it out 
with her big brother, Aldwin. Except he’s more distant now than 
just the train ride to college. Something’s weighing heavily on him, 
too—something her parents won’t speak about.

As her next court date ticks closer, a question looms over Lil as the 
missed phone calls and strange texts from her brother pile up: Will 
she stay put, or put her future freedom on the line?

https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780063416406
https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780062882790
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Morrow: 288 pp. 
2026 • Hardcover 
9780063583597 • $30.00 

 

Taipei Story
A Novel 
R. F. Kuang

From the author of Yellowface comes a wryly humorous and deeply 
poignant coming-of-age novel about a college student reckoning 
with her family history and cultural identity during a summer study 
abroad program in Taipei.

College freshman Lily Chen is in Taipei doing what so many Chinese 
American students do on their summers: learning Chinese at an 
intensive study abroad program. Her summer is already off to a 
bad start: she’s embarrassed about her Chinese, she feels like a 
fish out of water, her classes are grueling, and she’s fighting with her 
roommate. But then Lily’s grandfather unexpectedly passes away, 
and as Lily grieves, she slowly comes to terms with everything she 
didn’t know, and will never know, about her own family. 

Taipei Story asks: What if the diaspora fantasy of homecoming 
can’t come true? What if you never learn to feel at home in the 
country your parents left? What if you never manage to speak your 
mother tongue? What if you learn your mother tongue, but far too 
late? 

https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780063583597
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How High We 
Go in the Dark
9780063072657
Paperback • $18.99

 

The Measure
 9780063204218
Paperback • $18.99

 

Behind You  
is the Sea
9780063324244
Paperback • $16.99

 

A Council  
of Dolls
9780063281103
Paperback • $18.99

 

The Mighty 
Red
9780063277076
Paperback • $19.99

 

The Best 
American 
Short Stories 
2026
9780063399853
Paperback • $18.99

 

The Best 
American 
Essays 2026
9780063454446
Paperback • $18.99

 

Demon 
Copperhead
9780063251984
Paperback • $21.99
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https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780063072657
https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780063204218
https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780063281103
https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780063277076
https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780063399853
https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780063454446
https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780063324244
https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780063251984


BOO K S FO R THE FIRS T-YE AR S TU D ENT 35

Afternoon 
Hours of a 
Hermit
9780063435063
Hardcover • $27.99

 

The Left and 
the Lucky
9780063346635
Hardcover • $25.99

 

Good Woman 
9780063320086
Hardcover • $28.99

 

Meet Me At  
the Crossroads
9780063337985
Paperback • $18.99

 

Yellowface
9780063250857
Paperback • $18.99

 

The Devil is  
a Southpaw
9780063259645
Paperback • $20.00

 

Here to Stay
9780063224346
Paperback • $18.99
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https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780063224346
https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780063337985
https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780063250857
https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780063435063
https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780063346635
https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780063320086
https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780063259645
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Amistad: 128 pp. 
2023 • Paperback  
9780062863287 • $17.99

 

Historically Black Colleges and 
Universities’ Guide to Excellence 
William R. Harvey

From the former President of Hampton University, this is an insider 
account that reveals the secret to HBCU graduates’ remarkable 
success—a distinguished honor which includes Vice President 
Kamala Harris, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., Oprah Winfrey, Zora 
Neale Hurston, Toni Morrison, and many others.

Alumni success is no coincidence. It is the result of a faultless 
formula that sets HBCUs apart and helps students thrive—a 
formula built on core tenets, including displaying moral values at 
all times, continuously pursuing character growth, and embracing 
communal responsibilities.

Harper Business: 368 pp. 
2024 • Paperback  
9780063349384 • $21.99

 

Getting from College to Career – 
Third Edition
Your Essential Guide to Succeeding in the  
Real World
Lindsey Pollak

The surveys and data make it clear: the number one reason 
students go to college is to get a job and build a career. Lindsey 
Pollak shows students how to take their first steps into a job 
market that is now more competitive than ever.

In this new edition, she presents 101 things to do to build a 
great résumé, gain excellent experience, make every networking 
opportunity a success, and land that job—including the best digital 
and AI tools for career prep and job hunting, how to interview 
successfully in person and virtually, and how to manage the ups 
and downs of career development. 

https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780062863287
https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780063349384
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Hanover Square Press: 368 pp. 
2025 • Paperback  
9781335014993 • $21.99 

 

COMMON READ SELECTION

Knox College

Zondervan: 224 pp 
2024 • Hardcover  
9780310368014 • $29.99 

 

Attention Span 
A Groundbreaking Way to Restore Balance, 
Happiness and Productivity 
Gloria Mark, PhD 

In Attention Span, psychologist Gloria Mark reveals surprising 
results from her decades of research into how technology affects 
our attention. 

While the concept of “flow” has previously been considered the 
ideal state of focus, Dr. Mark offers a new framework to help explain 
how our brains function in the digital world: kinetic attention. 
This book reveals how we can take control, not only to find more 
success in our careers, but also to find health and wellness in our 
everyday lives.

Learning to Disagree 
The Surprising Path to Navigating Differences 
with Empathy and Respect 
John Inazu

Learning to Disagree teaches us how to disagree in ways that 
build new bridges with our neighbors, coworkers, and loved ones, 
and helps us find better ways to live joyfully in a complex society, 
by John Inazu, the Sally D. Danforth Distinguished Professor of 
Law and Religion at Washington University in St. Louis.

If you are feeling exhausted from the tattered state of dialogue 
in your social media feed, around the country, and in daily 
conversations, you’re not alone. This highly practical book equips 
us to: understand what holds us back from healthy disagreement; 
learn specific, start-today strategies for dialoguing clearly and 
authentically; move from stuck, broken disagreements to mature, 
healthy disagreements; and cultivate empathy as a core skill for 
our personal lives and our whole society.

https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9781335014993
https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780310368014
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The Signs
The New Science of How to Trust Your Instincts 
Dr. Tara Swart 

In this groundbreaking book, world-renowned neuroscientist Dr. 
Tara Swart shows readers how to tap into their intuition, break 
free from the distractions and stress of modern life and focus on 
what matters most, and shift their mindset from fixed thinking to 
openness and wonder so you can see life’s limitless possibilities.

With compelling theories about the nature of consciousness, and 
transformative tools to create a deep connection with the signs 
around you, The Signs encourages you to trust your instincts and 
thrive like never before.

HarperOne: 240 pp. 
December 2026 • Paperback  
9780063456815 • $17.99 

 

Harper Business: 336 pp., index  
2025 • Hardcover 
9780063394810 • $32.00

 

How to Be Bold
The Surprising Science of Everyday Courage
Ranjay Gulati

What leads people to speak truth to power, share bold new ideas, 
or put their lives on the line? Most of us chalk it up to personality, 
presuming that our heroes are naturally fearless. But what if 
courage isn’t simply a matter of personality? What if it’s something 
that any of us can develop?

In How to Be Bold, Ranjay Gulati offers a powerful playbook for 
becoming bolder and braver than we ever thought possible. Rather 
than leaving brave deeds to mythological heroes and resigning 
ourselves to apathy or cowardice, we can train ourselves to step 
up and act in the face of uncertainty. The key, Gulati argues, is to 
adopt ways of thinking that allow us to neutralize or moderate our 
fears. 

https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780063456815
https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780063394810
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Talk to Me
9780062825209
Paperback • $19.99

   

How to Read 
Lit Like a 
Professor,  
Third Edition
9780063307742 
Paperback • $19.99

   

Let Me Be Real 
with You
9780063426573
Paperback • $17.99

   

What I Wish  
I Knew About 
Luck
9780063471368
Paperback • $19.99

   

TED Talks
9781328710284
Paperback • $21.00

 

Go Where 
There is  
No Path 
9780062992109
Paperback • $17.99

 

We Need  
to Talk
9780062669018
Paperback • $18.99

   

How to Read 
Nonfiction Like 
a Professor 
9780062895813
Paperback • $19.99
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https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780062825209
https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780063307742
https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9781328710284
https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780062992109
https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780062669018
https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780062895813
https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780063426566
https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780063471368
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William Morrow: 368 pp. 
2026 • Hardcover 
9780063460614 • $30.00 

 

The Lost Voices of Pompeii 
Life and Death on Pompeii’s Final Day
Dr. Jess Venner 

Award-winning ancient historian and archeologist Dr. Jess Venner 
brings the citizens of Pompeii back to life through a vibrant account 
of their final day before Mt. Vesuvius’s eruption.

Pompeii’s story is often reduced to the scope of its tragedy, but Dr. 
Venner brings our attention back to the individuals. As the citizens’ 
paths weave together and apart, leading up to the final, fateful 
moment, they capture a civilization rich in history, traditions, and 
aspirations.

A profound and immersive experience, The Lost Voices of Pompeii 
revives a people often overshadowed by death and destruction 
and tells a poignant tale of humanity and resilience.

William Morrow: 320 pp.   
2026 • Hardcover 
9780358726500 • $32.00 

 

A Second Sight
How the Wonder and Vision of Black  
Mediamakers Push America Toward Freedom
Sarah J. Jackson

A Second Sight is a long overdue appraisal that situates Black 
mediamakers at the vanguard of telling the American story. 

Drawing from W.E.B. Du Bois’s philosophical work, deep historical 
analysis, and dozens of interviews with today’s most active Black 
mediamakers, A Second Sight shows them positioned at the 
margins of their industries and navigating fraught relationships to 
power. They’ve warned of the greatest dangers to democracy—
from slavery to Nazism, and mass incarceration to misinformation. 
Their work is central to our culture and politics. 

Brilliant, urgent and illuminating, this book is an authentic and 
candid grappling with a discordant thread in the American fabric 
and, in the telling, presents a way forward.

https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780063460614
https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780358726500
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William Morrow Paperbacks:  
384 pp. • 2025 • Paperback 
9780063227415 • $18.99

   

The Explorers 
A New History of America in Ten Expeditions
Amanda Bellows

The archetype of the American explorer, a rugged white man, has 
dominated our popular culture since the late eighteenth century. 
But our commonly held ideas about American exploration do not 
tell the whole story.

The Explorers rediscovers a varied group of Americans who 
traversed the farthest reaches of the globe in their endeavor to 
find the unknown and escape from lives circumscribed by racism, 
sexism, poverty, and discrimination. 

Amistad: 240 pp.   
2025 • Hardcover  
9780063352223 • $29.99 

 

Black, White, Colored 
The Hidden Story of an Insurrection, a Family,  
a Southern Town, and Identity in America 
Lauretta Malloy Noble and LeeAnet Noble 

In the late nineteenth century, Laurinburg, North Carolina, was a 
beacon of racial calm—a place where Blacks and Whites could live 
and work together. Black families like the Malloys became landlords, 
businessmen, and doctors. But that progress was shattered on 
the eve of Election Day, 1898, when supremacist groups launched 
a bloody attack, forcing Laurinburg’s Black citizens to flee. This 
bloody race riot was the only recorded insurrection, stripping 
middle-class Blacks—who made strides during Reconstruction—
of their seats on every electoral board. 

Black, White, Colored is the first book to tell the story of the 
events in Laurinburg and its impact on the town’s Black occupants. 
Descendants Lauretta Malloy Noble and LeeAnét Noble carefully 
piece together that fateful event and its aftermath, providing 
compelling details of how their family became one of this Southern 
town’s richest and most powerful despite slavery, violent white 
supremacist groups, floods, war, and other roadblocks to success. 

https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780063227415
https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780063352223
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Ecco: 400 pp.  
2025 • Paperback 
9780063280854 • $19.99

 

Harper: 224 pp.  
October 2026 • Hardcover 
9780063584617 • $30.00 

 

Book and Dagger 
How Scholars and Librarians Became the  
Unlikely Spies of World War II
Elyse Graham 

At the start of WWII, the United States found itself in desperate 
need of an intelligence agency. The Office of Strategic Services 
(OSS), a precursor to today’s CIA, was quickly formed. To fill its 
ranks with experts, the agency turned to academia for recruits. 
Suddenly, literature professors, librarians, and historians were 
training to perform undercover operations and investigative 
work—and these unexpected spies would go on to profoundly 
shape both the course of the war and modern spy craft. 

Author Elyse Graham draws on personal histories, diaries, and 
declassified files to tell the stories of unforgettable characters like 
Joseph Curtiss, a literature professor who hunted down German 
spies and turned them into double agents; Sherman Kent, a 
history professor who rose to become the head of analysis for all 
of Europe and Africa; and Adele Kibre, an archivist who was sent to 
Stockholm to secretly acquire documents. 

The Fight Back 
A Necessary Guide for Defending Democracy and 
Your Personal Liberties 
Maria Ressa 

From the winner of the Nobel Peace Prize and author of How to 
Stand Up to a Dictator comes a frontline guide to understanding, 
defending, and rebuilding democracy, with strategic goals broken 
down into concrete actions citizens can take right now. Ressa draws 
on innumerable examples from her own fight against her native 
country’s president to all the other fronts in the war for freedom—
from Minnesota to Ukraine to emerging struggling across South 
America, Asia and Africa.

The Fight Back is a must-read resistance manifesto—written 
by someone who survived the dictator’s playbook firsthand, 
grounded in frontline experience from multiple continents, with 
specific frameworks for immediate action in the age of AI—and in 
a moment when the world order is being remade before our eyes. 

https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780063280854
https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780063584617
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Hanover Square Press: 320 pp.  
2026 • Hardcover 
9781335000699 • $32.00

 

Against Convenience
Embracing Friction in an Age of Endless Ease 
Gabe Bullard

We live in a world addicted to convenience. Countless tools and 
innovations fill our daily lives, allowing us to swipe, tap, click, and 
subscribe without a second thought: ordering groceries to your 
door, calling an Uber for a ride up the block, or scrolling the endless 
songs and TV shows at our fingertips. 

In theory, convenience can leave us with more energy and time to 
do what we want to do, save us resources, and complete tasks with 
less effort than before. But what if we aren’t actually accomplishing 
any of those things?

Gabe Bullard offers a peek behind the curtain of the services 
and technologies that allegedly make our lives easier. Against 
Convenience is a provocative exploration of modern “convenience 
culture” and how we can resist and reclaim our time, resilience, 
and happiness.

HarperOne: 256 pp.  
2026 • Hardcover 
9780063415690 • $27.99 

 

Screen People
How We Entertained Ourselves into a  
State of Emergency 
Megan Garber

The line between fact and fiction—between what’s real and what’s 
fabricated for entertainment—has never been more blurred. 
Screen People explores what happens when we cede our reality to 
spectacle, and how some of our most chronic and harmful social 
conditions—loneliness, depression, mistrust, misinformation, 
cynicism—stem from our demand for diversion. 

Megan Garber explains how today’s internet-inflected culture 
conditions us to see one another not as people but as characters 
in an ongoing show. In ten chapters, each themed around an 
element of stagecraft—from “The Producers” who edit our 
reality, to “The Props,” the strangers we turn into objects of our 
amusement, to “the Haters,” the worshipful Qanon-types who 
expect the prophecies of their anonymous leader to play out on 
live television—Garber argues that this comedy of our daily lives 
is quickly becoming tragedy. And we can’t understand our politics 
without first understanding our culture.

https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9781335000699
https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780063415690
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COMMON READ SELECTION

SUNY Onondaga Community 
College

Harper Wave: 320 pp. 
2025 • Paperback 
9780062993168 • $19.99 

 

Cultish
The Language of Fanaticism
Amanda Montell

Through storytelling and original research, Amanda Montell 
exposes the verbal elements that make a wide spectrum of 
communities “cultish,” revealing how they affect followers of 
groups as notorious as Heaven’s Gate, but also how “us vs. them” 
language pervades modern start-ups, Peloton leaderboards, and 
Instagram feeds. 

Incisive and darkly funny, this deep dive into the social science of 
power and belief will attune your students’ ears to the “cultish” 
language that they encounter every day.

Harper: 320 pp.  
2026 • Hardcover 
9780063438699 • $30.00

 

The Story of Stories
The Million Year History of a Uniquely Human Art
Kevin Ashton

The Story of Stories demonstrates that whether they are published 
to huge audiences or told in intimate conversations, stories affect 
our understanding of ourselves and our world in specific and 
measurable ways. It examines how different storytelling tools 
have altered and amplified these effects, redistributed the power 
of storytelling from the few to the many, and driven revolutions 
throughout human history.

Part celebration of the human art of storytelling, part scientific 
exploration of the act itself, The Story of Stories is a history, a 
survey, a narrative, and a powerful look into the future of our most 
human trait.

https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780062993168
https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780063438699
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HarperOne: 240 pp.  
October 2026 • Hardcover 
9780063043909 • $26.99 

 

Back 
Essays on the Soul and Spine of America
Lauren Michele Jackson

The back bolsters cultural ideas about beauty, gender, art, labor, 
and race. In this dazzling essay collection, author Lauren Michele 
Jackson explores the mythos of the human back, drawing upon 
examples from literature, film, sport, visual art, and U.S. history.

Jackson’s prose effortlessly shifts between conversational and 
intellectual. Inviting readers into digressions that illuminate rather 
than distract, she includes subjects such as bodybuilding, ballet, 
portrait photography, Gone With the Wind, horse racing, copyright 
law, and Nathaniel Hawthorne.

Back opens a broad door onto the body as both structure and 
metaphor, asking us what—and who—is made to bear weight.

Morrow: 448 pp.  
2026 • Paperback  
9780063432512 • $19.99

Fast Food Nation:  
25th Anniversary Edition
The Dark Side of the All-American Meal
Eric Schlosser 

An updated edition of the bestselling exposé on how America’s 
fast-food industry shaped the landscape of America and the 
world, with a new afterword from the author.

Fast Food Nation blew the lid off the fast-food industry—exposing 
how they’ve mauled our landscapes, widened the gap between 
rich and poor, fueled an epidemic of obesity, and propelled 
American cultural imperialism abroad. Now with a new afterword, 
Eric Schlosser rings the alarm again, calling attention to the 
damage wrought by corporate control of America’s food system 
and stressing just how the forces he first identified are even more 
powerful today.

https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780063043909
https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780063432512
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HarperOne: 256 pp.  
2025 • Hardcover  
9780063415287 • $27.99 

 

Like
A History of the World’s Most Hated  
(and Misunderstood) Word
Megan C. Reynolds

In this book, culture writer and editor for Dwell magazine Megan C. 
Reynolds takes us through the unique etymology and usage of this 
oft-reviled word, highlighting how it is often used to undermine 
people who are traditionally seen as having less status in society—
women, younger people, people from specific subcultures—and 
how, if thought about differently, it might open up a new way of 
communication and validation. Written in a breezy yet informative 
and engaging style, this is a must-read for anyone who considers 
themselves a grammarian, a lover of language, and an advocate 
for the marginalized in discussions of cultural capital, power, and 
progress.

https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780063415287
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How to Read 
the Constitution 
and Why
9780062896308
Paperback • $19.99

   

Mental 
Immunity
9780063002999
Paperback • $19.99

   

Black AF 
History
9780358439165
Hardcover • $32.50

   

More and More 
and More
9780063444935
Hardcover • $32.50

   

Culture Creep
9780062982025 
Paperback • $17.99

   

H I STORY, SOC I ET Y, & CU LTU RE

ADDITIONAL TITLES
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The Girl Bandits 
of the Warsaw 
Ghetto
9780063355019
Paperback • $19.99

   

https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780062896308
https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780358439165
https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780063444935
https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780062982025
https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780063002999
https://harper1styear.com/book-details/9780063355019
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Additional Resources
HARPERACADEMIC CALLING

A podcast from HarperCollins Academic Marketing

Listen in as we interview a wide range of our authors about their books, from well-
established first-year favorites to up-and-coming writers. We’re always posting new 
episodes, so be sure to subscribe to us on SoundCloud, Apple Podcasts, Spotify, or 

your favorite third-party app!

SOUNDCLOUD • APPLE PODCASTS • SPOTIFY

SELECT TEACHING GUIDES AVAILABLE
We offer complimentary PDF teaching guides for select titles that can be used by 

educators and orientation staff to help generate discussion. To see the most recent 
selection of available guides, see our dedicated Teaching Guides page! Guides are 

added throughout the academic year. 

A  T E A C H E R ’ S  G U I D E

HarperAcademic.com

T E A C H I N G  G U I D E

HarperAcademic.com

T E A C H I N G  G U I D E

HarperAcademic.com

E
X

T
R

A

https://soundcloud.com/user-639387857
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/harperacademic-calling/id1168651239
https://open.spotify.com/show/4ysIycZytumcCD38DmuEBD
https://www.harperacademic.com/pages/teaching-guides/
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